Effect of immunotherapy on the production of IgE regulatory soluble factors. The response of normal lymphocytes.
IgE synthesis is controlled not only by antigen-specific mechanism but also by other factors which selectively affect the IgE isotype. Several groups demonstrated that factors released by lymphocytes were involved in this regulation. Our previous investigations were also directed in this field. Immunotherapy improves clinical symptoms in allergic respiratory diseases and produces cellular and humoral changes that affect IgE production. So we decided to investigate if immunotherapy had any influence in the production of soluble factors. Bidirectional mixed cultures were performed with lymphocytes from healthy controls and allergic patients with different time periods of IT, and the supernatants obtained from chromatography were tested to determine their effect on IgE synthesis of normal lymphocytes. IT time periods exerted influence on the production of enhancing factors. Suppressor factors derived from allergic patients had no effect on IgE synthesis of normal lymphocytes.